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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE f_ 

THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of thw may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36 (a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely fited after SIX (6) MONTHS from the 
mailing date of this communication. 
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6) D Claim(s) 
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Restriction to one of the following inventions is required 
under 35 U.S.C. 121: 

I. Claims 1-4, drawn to an ultrapure water producing 
apparatus, classified in class 210, subclass 96.1. 

II. Claims 5-8, drawn to an ultrapure water producing 
apparatus, classified in class 210, subclass 284. 

III. Claims 9-11, drawn to an ultrapure water producing 
apparatus, classified in class 210, subclass 202. 

The inventions as grouped above are independent and distinct 
from one another for the following reasons. 

(1) the apparatus of Group I does not require the following 
elements of Group II: (a) the two ion exchangers in series, (b) 
the multiple bypass routes, (c) the ultrafiltration film (claim 
7), (d) the metal concentration meter (claim 7), and (e) the 
plurality of main route valves (claim 8) . 

(2) the apparatus of Group I does not require the following 
elements of Group III: (a) the total organic carbon meter, and 
(b) the oxygen dissolution unit. 

(3) the apparatus of Group II does not require the following 
elements of Group I: (a) the ultraviolet oxidation unit, (b) the 
oxidant decomposition unit, (c) the measuring device, and (d) the 
calculation/control system. 
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(4) the apparatus of Group II does not require the following 
elements of Group III: (a) the total organic carbon meter, and 
(b) the oxygen dissolution unit. 

(5) the apparatus of Group III does not require the 
following elements of Group I: (a) the ion exchanger, and (b) the 
calculation/ control system. 

(6) the apparatus of Group III does not require the 
following elements of Group II: (a) the two ion exchangers in 
series, (b) the multiple bypass routes, (c) the ultrafiltration 
film (claim 7), (d) the metal concentration meter (claim 7), and 
(e) the plurality of main route valves (claim 8) . 

Because these inventions are independent and distinct for 
the reasons given above, and have acquired a separate status in 
the art as shown by their different classification and divergent 
subject matter, and because the searches for the individual 
Groups are not coextensive, restriction for examination purposes 
as indicated is proper 

Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to 
be complete must include an election of the invention to be 
examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 1.143). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to I . Cintins 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-3840. The examiner can 
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normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 
PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Mr, David Simmons, can 
be reached at (703) 308-1972. 

The fax phone numbers for this art unit are: (703) 872-9311 
for "Official" faxes after Final Rejection; (703) 872-9310 for 
all other "Official" faxes; and (703) 872-9492 for "Draft" and 
other "Unofficial" faxes. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of 
this application should be directed to the Group receptionist 
whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 




Ivars C. Cintins 
Primary Examiner 
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I. Cintins 
December 15, 2002 



